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Low pH buffers Used to Separate Acidic Compounds in RP -
HPLC Primer
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By suppressing their ionization at low pH, acids will be more like neutral compounds and will retain on
Reversed Phase HPLC columns much the same way that neutral compounds will. The same is true

for using bases with basic compounds.

Another benefit of running on Type A and Type B silica at low pH is that the silanol activity is reduced.
This should sharpen your peaks.
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